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MEMORANDUM
TO: TheHonorableLinda W. Cropp
Chairman, Council of the Digrict of Columbia
FROM: Natwar M. Gandhi [sgnature]
Chief Financial Officer
DATE: February 10, 2004
SUBJECT: Fiscal Impact Statement: “ Practice of Naturopathic Medicine

Licensng Amendment Act of 2004”

REFERENCE: Bill Number 15-057

Conclusion

Funds are sufficient in the FY 2004 through FY 2007 budget and financid plan to
implement the proposed legidation, if program implementation beginsin FY 2005.

Background

The proposed legidation would esablish an Advisory Committee on Naturopathic
Medicine to advise the Board of Medicine on the licensure and regulation of naturopathic
physcians. The hill dso would require that the practice of naturopathic medicine be
limited to those activities defined as nauropathic medicine in the bill.  The proposad
legidation dso edablishes the requirements for licensure (including  resdency),
delinestes prohibited acts and redefines the practice of naturopathy.

Eleven gdates and four provinces currently dlow the practice of nauropathic medicine
(Alaska, Arizona, British Columbia, Connecticut, Hawaii, Kansas, Maine, Manitoba,
Montana, New Hampshire, Ontario, Oregon, Saskatchewan, Utah, Vermont, and
Washington). Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Idands adso have licendng laws for
naturopathic doctors. In Cdifornia, a new naturopathic licensng law took effect on
January 1, 2004. There are approximaey 1,500 naturopathic physicians practicing
nationwide and over 630 nauropaths registered in the Didrict of Columbia, many of
which do not reside in the Didtrict.
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Financial Plan Impact

If program implementation begins in FY 2005, funds are sufficent in the FY 2004
through FY 2007 budget and financid plan to implement the proposed legidation.

According to the Depatment of Hedth, sufficient licenang fees would be collected from
those licensed to practice naturopathic medicine to regulate the professon as specified in
the bill.  Current daff in the Hedth Professond Licenang Adminigration would
adminiger this legidation. This adminidration is funded by licensang fees, cvil fines and
interest related to the hedlth occupations in the Didtrict, and are deposited into a dedicated
nortax revenue fund.
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