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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Honorable Kwame R. Brown

Chairman, Council of the District of Columbia

FROM: Natwar M. Gandhi k
Chief Financial Officer

DATE: June 20, 2011

SUBJECT: Fiscal Impact Statement - “Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect Act
Amendment Act of 2011”

REFERENCE: No Bill Number Available—Draft Legislation Shared with OCFO on

June 15, 2011

Conclusion

Funds are sufficient in the proposed FY 2012 through FY 2015 budget and financial plan to
implement the provisions of the proposed legislation.

Background

The proposed legislation would amend the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect Act of 19771 to
allow the Child and Family Services Agency (CFSA) to authorize the following medical treatments
for any child it has physical or legal custody of:

e amedical evaluation or emergency medical, surgical, or dental treatment;

e an outpatient psychiatric evaluation or emergency outpatient psychiatric treatment;

e non-emergency outpatient medical, surgical, dental or psychiatric treatment; and

e an autopsy, when reasonable efforts to consult the parent have been made but a parent

cannot be consulted.

Currently, CFSA only is allowed to authorize such medical treatment for children for which it has
physical, but not legal, custody. Thus, when parental consent is not available, a court hearing is
required to provide children in foster care, whom CFSA has legal but not physical custody of, with
medical treatment. This leads to delays in these children receiving such treatment.?

1 Effective September 23, 1977 (D.C. Law 2-22; D.C. Official Code § 4-1303.05).
2 Foster care children are enrolled in Medicaid, which pays for their medical care.
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Financial Plan Impact

Funds are sufficient in the proposed FY 2012 through FY 2015 budget and financial plan to
implement the provisions of the proposed legislation. Allowing CFSA to authorize medical
treatment for children it has physical or legal custody of would not have any impact on the budget
and financial plan: it is not expected to increase the amount of medical treatment for such children,
but rather alter how quickly such care is provided to them.
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