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MEMORANDUM
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Chairman, Council of the Digtrict of Columbia
FROM: Natwar M. Gandhi [sgnature]
Chief Financial Officer
DATE: June 24, 2004
SUBJECT: Fiscal Impact Statement: “ Shelter CareInitial Hearing

Commencement Amendment Act of 2004”

REFERENCE: Draft Legidation — Bill Number Not Available

Conclusion

Funds are sufficient in the FY 2005 through FY 2008 budget and financid plan to
implement the proposed legidation because no additional saff or resources will be
required. The proposed legidation will have no affect on Genera Fund revenue.

Background

The proposed legidation would require that a hearing be hdd following the removd of a
child for neglect within 72 hours rather than the current requirement that such a hearing
be held within 24 hours.

The Child and Family Services Agency (CFSA) has indicated that the change is
necessary to have a more effective, wdl-atended and thorough hearing beneficia to the
child involved. According to CFSA, the agency intends to fully implement the family
team mestings, for which the 72-hour hearing period is required, by September 1, 2004.

Financial Plan Impact

Funds are sufficient in the FY 2005 through FY 2008 budget and financid plan to
implement the proposed legidation because no additiond daff or resources will be
required. According to CFSA, the proposed legidation would not cause any
adminigrative changes to the court’s current scheduling practices.

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 209, Washington, DC 20004 (202) 727-2476
httn*//cfo.de.aov



